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Dear Rising Junior and family:

You have passed the halfway point in your high school education. Congratulations! Now you are
ready to ponder in earnest the many opportunities and choices for life beyond Joel Barlow.

In our crowded pursuit of many things, sometimes more reflective and sublime activities get overlooked.
But we’d like to encourage you to think about how rich one’s life can be when reading, for enjoyment as
well as for information, is a central part of it. Throughout your life so far, you have experienced the
pleasure of reading in one way or another – perhaps the first time you were exposed to a great author like
J.R.R. Tolkien, or when reading taught you new knowledge about history, science, or how to achieve
personal  success.

A perfect time to renew your acquaintance with reading’s pleasure is this summer, and we require summer
reading and writing to encourage you to explore all the adventures that reading offers. After you finish the
three—or more—required books, submit your summer reading analysis electronically to turnitin.com
prior to the first day of school. A model analysis from a prior year’s reading: Tender is the Night by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, is an excellent example of a very thorough response.

All the summer reading materials you need -- the JBHS Summer Reading Brochure and your
required list, instructions, assignments, and models -- are available on the Summer Resources 2022
link on the joelbarlowps.org home page. Also see the Writing Center site under School Resources
for even more information about reading and writing at Joel Barlow.

During the first week of school, you will complete a writing assignment to show your knowledge of the
summer reading books by drawing comparisons between them. This will be your third opportunity to earn
credit toward “outstanding reader” designation, which would fulfill one requirement for graduating with a
Diploma with Distinction. This in-class essay will be the first in a series of in-class timed writes for your
Junior Writing Portfolio.

Enjoy your summer. Cherish your time with family and friends. And please find the time also to make
summer reading work for you. You’ll appreciate, we think, the wonder that good books can bring. You
may  email me at thuminski@er9.org if you have any questions over the summer. Enjoy your reading!

Sincerely,

Tim Huminski
Writing Center Director

Dedicated to Academic Excellence and Moral Leadership

100 Black Rock Turnpike, Redding, Connecticut  06896
Phone: (203) 938-2508; Fax: (203) 938-2959



Summer - Required Reading List
Entering Grade 11

Rising junior students are required to read three books:

One asterisked book from this list
A second book from this list (with or without an asterisk)

A third book from the complete JBHS Summer Reading Brochure
Note: All books with asterisks are available as ebooks via JBHS Learning Commons’ Destiny and Sora

The Brochure and all summer reading instructions are on the Summer Resources link at joelbarlowps.org. There are
additional reading requirements for students enrolled in the AP English Language and Composition class.
Course-specific information may be found in the curriculum area of the JBHS website.

* All the Light We Cannot See, Anthony Doerr
A French girl and German boy try to survive the devastation of World War II.

* Garbology: Our Dirty Love Affair with Trash, Edward Humes (nf)
The secret world of our biggest export, our most prodigious product, and our greatest legacy:
trash.

* The Invention of Wings, Sue Monk Kidd
The horrors of slavery, inspired by the true story of an early-nineteenth-century abolitionist and
suffragist.

* One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, Alexander Solzhenitsyn
A grueling day in a Siberian labor camp, a modern classic of Russian literature.

Dream New Dreams, Jai Pausch (nf)
Deep, sensitive reflection on loss and life.

In Cold Blood, Truman Capote (nf)
Journalism and literature blend in this classic thriller.

Lark and Termite, Jayne Anne Phillips
Story of unusual relationships and love.

Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro
Innocence, knowledge, loss, and the severe restriction of personal freedom.

Stop-Time, Frank Conroy (nf)
This autobiography is a powerful rebuttal to the usual romantic evocations of childhood.

Tinkers, Paul Harding
Generational reflection of things in life that can and can’t be fixed.

https://www.joelbarlowps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_238636/File/School%20Resources/Summer%20Reading/2022%20SUMMER%20READING%20BROCHURE.pdf


JBHS REQUIRED READING ANALYSIS
Entering Grade 11

You are required to read three books:

• One asterisked book from the Class of 2024 reading list
• A second book from the Class of 2024 list (with or without an asterisk)
• A third book from the complete JBHS Summer Reading Brochure

As you complete your summer reading books, write a brief response to each one. In paragraph
(essay) form, please include:

1. A clear, precise, and concise plot summary that demonstrates your comprehension
of the book;

2. Your reflection on literary features of the book, such as character, setting, theme, or
symbolism, or writing style;

3. Your personal evaluation of the book, supported by specific details; and

4. Comparisons between the book and the other books read for summer reading. Think about
significant ways that the books compare in characterization, setting, theme, symbolism, and/or
writing style.

Create one Google Doc to place all responses to your three books. Be sure to label your responses
with the title and author they correspond to. Post this one document to www.turnitin.com, using the
attached directions. Your electronic submission of the responses represents your assertion that your
work is your original work and conforms to the Joel Barlow High School policy on academic integrity.

The due date is the first day of school: Wednesday, August 31, 2022.

If you have any questions, please email Mr. Huminski at thuminski@er9.org.



Entering Grade 11 Required Summer Reading Analysis MODEL
Choice # 1 Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Taking place on the French Riviera in the 1920’s, Tender is the Night is a gripping story
that entangles lust and heartbreak. The book follows the struggles of Dick Diver, an American
psychologist. At the time, the Riviera was the social center of France where many
sophisticated and educated people lived. Dick Diver is one of them. While visiting a clinic for
his practice of psychology, he falls in love with a patient named Nicole Warren. As a child,
Nicole had been sexually abused by her father, leading to mental illness. She also developed
a fear of men, but Dick and Nicole eventually get married. On the outside, this sounds like an
ideal relationship that will save Nicole, but inside is an invisible, twisted story. Enter
Rosemary Hoyt, a young movie star on vacation in the French Riviera who is befriended by
the Divers. A relationship starts between Rosemary and Dick, and they continue their a�air
behind closed doors without any suspicions from anyone, until one day when all the lies and
betrayals are discovered and both Nicole and Rosemary are angry. Dick loses both of the
women he loves. He has spent his life devoted to Nicole and the ideals of love, though this
eventually ruins his life, dreams, and career. Throughout the book, appearance versus reality
is a conflict. To outsiders, everything in the Diver family appears normal. The Divers try to
retain the “happy” appearance and conceal the unpleasant, and Dick tries to conceal his love
of Rosemary. (Today’s reality television has far less drama and heartbreak than this literary
classic. Just think of Temptation Island.) Furthermore, Rosemary �irst says she loves Dick
because he appears “very handsome” (12) before she even gets to know him. I think Tender is
the Night is a tragic love story. F. Scott Fitzgerald paints the portrait of characters who truly
struggle with love, and his language and description of the culture and locations in France
really come to life. He writes, “For a moment all the outdoors shut in with mist was like spring
with the curtains drawn. Life was gathered near the hotel. Dick passed some cellar windows
where bus boys sat on bunks and played cards over a litre of Spanish wine” (153). Still,
Fitzgerald has many minor characters involved in the story, and at times it is dif�icult to keep
track of everyone. I think there could have been more character development for some of
these other characters. He develops his main characters, Rosemary, Nicole, and Dick well,
though. In a lot of ways, these characters’ habits and personalities remind me of patients who
could have been featured in the book by psychologist Mary Pipher, Reviving Ophelia. Just as in
Reviving Ophelia, topics such as alcoholism, mental illness, and sex are many of the problems
the characters deal with throughout their stories. Tender is the Night also reflects Fitzgerald’s
own life. The romance Dick and Nicole share parallels F. Scott Fitzgerald’s relationship with
his wife, Zelda. Zelda, like Nicole, was mentally ill during their marriage, but unlike Nicole,
who recovered from the illness, Zelda remained mentally unstable until the day she died.
Overall, I enjoyed Tender is the Night because it sheds light on its famous author and the
cultural world of the 1920’s, and because it depicts two realistic characters—both full of
complications and struggles.

The writer has successfully incorporated all four required elements into her narrative:
(1) a clear, precise, and concise plot summary that demonstrates comprehension of the book;
(2) reflection on literary features of the book, such as character, setting, theme, symbolism, or
writing style;
(3) a personal evaluation of the book, supported by speci�ic details; and
(4) comparisons between the book and another book read for summer reading.

Thank you to Carrin Ackerman ‘04 for her original analysis of Tender is the Night which was used to prepare this model.



Entering Grade 11 Required Summer Reading 2022: Turnitin

To receive credit for your summer reading analyses, submit them to turnitin.com
by the first day of school. If you experience any difficulty, email thuminski@er9.org
over the summer. You will receive an answer within the week.

A. Creating Your User Profile
1. Go to www.turnitin.com.
2. You most likely will be able to activate an account from a prior class. If you can’t

activate an account from a prior class, click new users on the Turnitin homepage
and follow the on-screen instructions.

3. The class ID is 34656590, and the password is reading.

B. Submitting Your Papers
1. Submit all three of your responses as one group in one document to turnitin.
2. To open your class portfolio, enter your e-mail address and password on the
homepage, then click login.
3. You will see the class Grade 11 Summer Reading 2022. Click there.
4. Click on the submit icon based on the first letter of your last name.
5. You can submit your paper in one of two ways:

a. PREFERRED OPTION: By file upload (used to submit a paper as a
computer file; submissions are accepted in Google Doc, Microsoft Word,
WordPerfect, RTF, PDF, PostScript, and HTML formats).

1. Enter a title for your submission.
2. Click the Choose File button and locate the paper you want to submit. 3.
Click submit. On the following page you will be asked to confirm the text

of your submission. If the text checks out, click yes, submit to finalize your
submission. After submitting a paper you will receive a digital

receipt. From this screen you can proceed to your class portfolio to
view the submission or enter another submission.

b. By cut & paste (used to submit a paper in another file format, by
cutting and pasting the text into a text box).

1. Click submit next to the desired assignment in your class
portfolio. 2. Select cut & paste from the submission pull down menu.
3. Enter a title for your submission.
4. Cut and paste your paper into the text box.
5. Click submit. You will receive a digital receipt. From this screen you can

proceed to your class portfolio to view the submission or enter another
submission.

C. Collecting the Originality Report
Shortly after your response has been submitted, the program will generate
an Originality Report for your paper. Click under report to view the report.

IMPORTANT: Do not disenroll from the “Grade 11 Summer Reading 2022” class in
Turnitin. All three analyses must be submitted, as one document, by the first day of
school!


